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ADDING TO THE 
CANTERBURY
STORY

Read our 2022 deep dive 
Canterbury regional report

https://www.workforce.nz/_files/ugd/210f43_4b5b21e50e534d819e7b912b9d812285.pdf


Canterbury anticipated project pipeline value and key projects (Link)

As of June 2025, the Canterbury region has a three-year project pipeline value of $18.34 
billion (representing the total value of ongoing and scheduled construction over 
between 2025-27).

Fast-track projects (project value information provided by Pacifecon):

Construction Infrastructure Renewable Energy

$2,412,000,000 $1,406,038,000 $1,610,000,000

 The Canterbury region currently has approximately $ 5.4 billion of the total share of 
approved fast-track projects. This represents 9.6% of the overall fast-track pipeline 
value

 The approved projects include a series of housing developments, renewable energy 
and infrastructure projects throughout the region. The combined number of houses 
anticipated across all housing projects is approximately 8.3k residential units of 
varying types.

 Other significant projects include roading projects such asState Highway 1 North 
Canterbury - Woodend Bypass Project to extend the SH1 Christchurch Northern 
Corridor between Belfast and Pegasus.

Canterbury building consent and work put in place trends | population impacts (Link)

StatsNZ Building Consent and work put in place

 For the Canterbury region, building work put in place correlated closely with 
building consent value. 

 Both indicators have trended upwards from September 2020 in contrast to most 
other regions which have seen both a separation in the indicators and a 
downward trend in building consent values.

Population changes 2023 Census data (Link) & population projections 
(Link) 

 2023 Census usually resident population: 651,027 (+8.6% since 2018)

 Total dwellings: 282,039 (+10.1% since 2018)

 Forecast population increase 2023-2028: 28,600 (+4.4%) at the 2023 population to 
dwellings rations this would equate to an additional 12,390 dwellings.
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https://www.wip.org.nz/project-pipeline?region_geo=Canterbury+Region&progress_description=Capital+Intentions&progress_description=Commencing&progress_description=Early+Planning&progress_description=In+Planning&progress_description=Tendering&pipeline=unadjusted&measure=duration&legend=level0_domain&bar_type=total
https://wip.org.nz/learner-volumes?legend-choice=Qualification%2Fprogramme+NZQF+level
https://wip.org.nz/building-consents?region=Canterbury
https://wip.org.nz/learner-volumes?legend-choice=Qualification%2Fprogramme+NZQF+level
https://www.stats.govt.nz/infographics/2023-census-national-and-regional-data/#canterbury
https://www.stats.govt.nz/information-releases/subnational-population-projections-2018base2048/


Canterbury 2025-27 adjusted workforce supply and demand gap (Link)

 There is a estimated Construction and Infrastructure workforce of  37,300 for the 2025-27 period.

 The total project pipeline value from 2025 - 2027 is $18.34 billion.

 There is a peak workforce supply and demand shortage during this period of 3,708 people or 9.2%.

Iwi/hapū pipeline for the Canterbury region (Link)

 The iwi borders in the WIP follow Te Puni Kōkiri-approved boundaries, with Waipounamu covering 
the region. Users can drill down to individual iwi using the filters.

 As of June 2025, the total project pipeline value for is $15 billion. This is up from $14 billion in 2024.

 The total pipeline value over the three years from 2025 to 2027 is $43 billion.

Canterbury Construction and Infrastructure Workforce (Link) + Business by size by ownership ethnicity (Link)
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24 Companies 
have 100+ 
employees

https://www.wip.org.nz/regional-gaps?region=Canterbury+Region&period=2025&map_type=gaps&pipeline=adjusted
https://www.wip.org.nz/iwi-pipeline?region=Waipounamu+and+Rekohu-Wharekauri&iwi=None&period=2025
https://wip.org.nz/region-breakdown?year=2023
https://wip.org.nz/business-size?data_breakdown=Owned+Businesses&year=2023&graph_view=Absolute+values&x=employment_num_group&legend=ethnicity&region=Canterbury+region

